
Power of a sanctified Life  

 

It’s very interesting that we seldom hear words like sanctified, sanctification, holy, holiness or saint in today’s 

church culture.  As a matter of fact these words seemingly carry a negative connotation in today’s church.  

Have you ever wondered why?  The word sanctified; in its varied form, is mention numerous times throughout 

the New Testament. Sometimes it feels like sanctify is some ancient Old Testament ole rigid terminology for 

some man with a white beard, a long robe and a wooden staff.  Actually; sanctified, holy, or holiness are very 

common terms describing believers in the New Testament; as a matter of fact the OT Israelites were seldom 

described as holy or sanctified, though they were admonished to be holy;  seldom were they described as 

such.  In the New Testament the believer is called saint, sanctified, or holy ones which paint a picture based on 

the grace of God. 

What is sanctification? Well it’s an interesting term.  Firstly; in its simplest form, it means to be “called out” or 

chosen. Let’s take a closer look to understand this meaning.  Father God has set us apart and chosen us for His 

Divine purpose.  This deals with the will of God and His sovereignty.  God the Father “sets” us apart for His use 

based upon His predeterminate foreknowledge.  In other words; based upon His knowledge of all things past, 

present, and future He chooses us or “sanctifies” us for His purpose.  Notice it’s for His purpose not ours- this 

is the dynamic working of the counsel of God; He has a unique way of choosing us, knowing what we will do, 

but yet still convincing us to submit to His predeterminate will by knowing our hearts in advanced.  This 

“sanctify” has nothing to do with character; ability, or righteousness in itself; it speaks of God’s election.  God 

the Father elects us, chooses us, or sanctifies us for His will and purpose.  This is only one aspect of a three-

fold sanctification that God effectuates to His people.  This point is very vital when understanding 

sanctification and its appropriation to us!  Many times we throw sanctification in one big basket not 

understanding the application in regards to God’s divine way.  God is revealed in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

and so is sanctification.  The Father calls us according to His will; which is sanctification but He provides means 

of sanctification through the Son and sanctifies us by the Holy Spirit.   The Finished Work of  Christ, the blood 

and the water, is the means in which we are sanctified but the agent of the Holy Spirit makes us sanctified.  

Let’s look at the word holy to help us grasp this essential truth:  The Father has called us to Holiness; the Son 

as provided Holiness through His finished work but the Holy Spirit makes us holy by His power and love.   In 

Christ; God regards us as holy but it’s the Work and Person of the Spirit that makes us holy.  Holiness is the 

character and nature of God.  Not only has God called us or set us apart He also wants to confer His very 

nature in us; Be ye Holy for I am Holy saith the Lord! 

Primary point!  Righteousness verses Holiness.  Righteousness is imputed to us because it is our position with 

God.  Christ Jesus suffering, death, and resurrection has provided legal means for us to obtain righteousness 

by faith.  Christ blood and water shed on the cross satisfied God’s judgment against sin thus legally providing 

us right standing with God in Christ.  So as the epistle to the Romans declares that righteousness has been 

imputed to us or “credited” to our account based upon Jesus Christ work of atonement; however holiness or 

sanctification by the Spirit is not the same.  Holiness cannot be imputed because holiness is the very nature of 

God.  His nature cannot be imputed; technically imputed is irrational in the context of Holiness or nature 

because you cannot be someone for someone else.  However righteousness can be imputed because it’s our 

position with God; our “right” standing.  What Jesus did on the Cross provided us “right standing” with God 



our Father.  The blood and water are the means of sanctification but the Holy Spirit is the agent of 

sanctification.  Example:  if you want to wash a garment in a tub; you may use soap and water. The soap and 

water are the means but the person washing the garment is the agent; so goes the Holy Spirit.  Christ blood 

and water are the means but it’s the Holy Spirit who does the sanctifying.  

Many believers today ignore or are ignorant of the significance of the Holy Spirit’s role in sanctification.  We 

are well versed in God’s grace for righteousness but fail to yield to His grace to sanctify us.  The baptism of the 

Holy Spirit not only empowers us for service but He sanctifies us according to His effectual power working in 

us.   The Sanctifying power of the Spirit is necessary for the new heart and new Spirit - a new nature of 

grace and holiness of the heart. We must also realize that the work of the Spirit in our hearts 

conforming us; is as essential as the work of Christ which cleanses us from sin!  The three-fold work 

of sanctification: Father calls us to be holy; In the Son He regards us as holy; the Spirit makes us 

holy.    This is A GREAT PRECEPT OF THE GOSPEL.. 

 


